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DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 


UNITED STATES GEOLOGICAL SURVEY 


WASHINGTON D. c., Jail. 29, 1887. 


Dr. Asa, Gray, Cambridge, Mass. 

Dear Sir:- 

Your card and letter relating to the collect- 
ions of Costa Rica plants are at hand. Wien we sent the specimens 
to Kew for determination we stipulated particularly that two full 
named sets should be returned to us. About ten days ago we were 
informed by W. Thiselbon Dyer the Director, that these two sets 
had been sent to us through the Smithsonian exchange. They have 
not yet been received. When they arrive T will send one of the 
sets for your herbarium. 


Very respectfully 



DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 


UNITED STATES GEOLOGICAL SURVEY 


WASHINGTON D. C.,D9C . 3, 1887 


Mr. Sereno Watson, Caini^ririge, Mass. 

Dear Sir;- 

Your card and the package came safely, Dr, 
Vasey has the package enclosed for him, I do not qnite under- 
stand about the Costa-Rica ferns, were they collected by the same 
man, John J. Cooper, who collected the ones we sent to Kew for ident 
ifieation? Only two sets were returned us from Kew, one of which 
we novir have and the other was donated to you. The ones you sent 

are on the same kind of paper and seem in every way like the 
Cooper collection. 


Very truly yours 



DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 


UNITED STATES GEOLOGICAL SURVEY 


WASHINGTON D. C., June 21,1888 


Dr, Soreno Watson, Carabridge,Mass. 

Dear Sir : — 

I take the liberty of sending yon with this (by 


express) a package of plants collected by Prof.Jos^ N.Rovirosa; 


at San Juan Bautista, (Tabasco) Mexico. Knowing that you are in- 
terested in Mexican plants I send them in the hope that there may 
be soinewhing new or interesting. With our imperfect facilities 
we cannot name them satisfactory and beg that you may soon find 
time to do so. Shall have to ask that they be returned. 


p 0 oio + -Pi n T *\r 




J 


DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 


UNITED STATES GEOLOGICAL SURVEY 

WASHINGTON D. C., JUlV 5j 1888, 


Mr. Sereno Watson, Bo tanic Garden, Carabridge, Mass. 

My dear Sir; — 

I remember when Prof . Knowl ton showed me the 
letter he had prepared for me to sign that I raised the point as 
to whether it might not be asking too much, well knowing how driv- 
en you must be with work, I also asked him if there were no dupli- 
cates and he said there were none, I said that if there was 
anything new you would be entitled to it, and he simply suggested 
that perhaps in sueh a case they might be divided, 

I certainly recognize your right to keep what you want in case 
you determine the plants, but if you have not got time to do it 
you can return them, and I am sorry to have made you the trouble. 
We are as yet in a bad way about getting plants determined, and I 
am hoping to make the Museum independent in all except special 
cases. We have been too long in the habit of looking to Cam- 
bridge as the only mill in which new species can be ground. With 
all the books you have given us we ought by this time to be able 



DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 


UNITED STATES GEOLOGICAL SURVEY 

WASHINGTON, D. c., Dec.l5,l888. 


Mr.Sereno Watson, Harvard Herbarium, Cambridge, Mass. 

My dear Sir: — 

Mr.Th.Holm,late of Copenhagen, who is now help- 
ing me, and is interested in Hydrocotyle and in the Cyperaceae, 
desires greatly to consult for a short time two works which you 

may have. One is ‘ tRichard,HydroGot. in Ann. Sci.Phys.4.4-5, t. 55, 

f.lO»»,as quoted on p.424 of your Bibliographical Index. The 
other is Tuckerman’s ‘‘Enumeratio methodica Caricum^ ' , 1843. We 
are unable to find either of these in this c ity, al though the lat- 
ter was formerly at the Department of Agriculture, but has been 
mislaid. If not wholly in violation of the rules of your 
library, I would consider it a great favor if you could lend me 
these papers for a few days, and I will see that they are promptly 


and safely returned. 


I enclose official franks. 


Thanking you in advance, and hoping I may sometime have an 


opportunity to return the f^vor in kind 
I remain 


Very truly yours, 


V 


department of the interior 


UNITED STATES GEOLOGICAL SURVEY 

WASHINGTON, D. c., Jan. 2, 1889. 

Mr. Sereno Watson, Harvard, Herbarium, Cambridge, Mass. 

My Dear Sir: 

As I was leaving town on Wednesday last for 
a short absence I provided for the return of the books kindly 
loaned us by you, which I hope reached you in safety. Please ac- 
cept my thanks for seiiding them. 

Mr. Holm of whom I spoke, desires to try his hand at determining 
the Central American plants tliat were sent you a good while ago. 
Can I trouble you to return them? I enclose an official frank, 
a.nd would suggest that registry is probably not necessary. 

Very truly yours 


DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 


UNITED STATES GEOLOGICAL SURVEY 

WASHINGTON D. c., Jail, 8, 1889 


Mr, Sereno Watson, 

Harvard Herbarium, Cajabridge,Mass, 

Dear Sir: — 

The Central American plants arrived in good condition. 
Many thanks. 

The herbarium paper mentioned in your note may be sent at any 
time and in any way that best suits your convenience. The Insti- 
tution will defray all expenses. 

Very truly yours, 


rfiS 
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NATURAL HISTORY AND SCIENTIFIC BOOKSELLERS AND PURL 
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